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Goin’ Fishin’: Rest, Relaxation, and Spiritual Work
Rev. Bruce R. Bramlett, Rector

to make. It’s July

18" and | have four
more days until | begin
my vacation (but then,
who’s counting?!) and
| can’'t wait! By the time
you are reading this, |
will have been away
soaking up sun and cool
river water, doing noth-
ing but eating sleeping
and lounging at our fa-
vorite family camp on
the Ed river in Garber-
ville. | hope that my
sentiments don’t offend
anyone but the truth is, |
desperately need some
time away. Sitting down
to write this August
Epistle article, | sud-
denly became aware
that | didn’'t have much
left in me to say and
lessthat | wanted to put
down on paper. I'm
tired and I’ ve worked
hard this year.

Last March, many

I have a confession

of you know that | had
the wonderful fortune of
going to aretreat for
clergy sponsored by the
Episcopal Church and
the Church Pension
Fund. It was an incredi-
ble gift givento all of
us who attended from
around the country in
terms of the time, the
resources and the en-
ergy offered us clergy
to think about our lives,
our vocation in ministry
and the work that we
have been called to do.
One of the presentations
during the week was on
the topic of work, a sub-
ject that | thought I un-
derstood well. What an
eye opener! I'd like to
share a bit of what |
learned that day because
| believe it relates to all
of us, not just the
clergy.

Our presenter de-
fined work as the ex-

penditure of energy and
exertion to accomplish a
given task. OK, so far.
She then went on to de-
scribe four kinds of
work that we al engage
in. Thefirst, weal
know—it’ s the work of
physical labor. Whether
its vacuuming the
house, carrying boxes,
or mowing the lawn,
physical work isthe
most obvious form of
work. The second form
of work is intellectual or
mental work. This form
IS sometimes not as eas-
ily acknowledged.
Growing up in awork-
ing class family, my
grandfather couldn’t see
that what | was doing in
college wasredl

“work.” If oneisteach-
ing, writing a paper or
doing other pieces of
intellectual endeavor,
they will tell you that

(Continued on page 2)
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Fishin’, contd.

it'sreal work. Anyone who has a
job that demands mental effort
will be glad to tell you just how
exhausting that can be, even if
you have nothing tangible to
show for the effort at the end of
the day. A third and even more
difficult form of work is emo-
tional work. If you've ever at-
tended any sort of self improve-
ment seminar, been involved in a
program of counseling, spiritual
direction or therapy, you can
readily understand that doing
emotional work is every bit as de-
manding as lugging bales of hay
or digging aditch. Yet, this form
of work is, in our culture at least,
less acknowledged than other
forms of labor and thus less hon-
ored and validated. Because this
isthe case, many people often
don't give themselves the rest and
reprieve they need even when its
equally necessary as when one
has done hard physical labor.
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If I’venot lost you to bore-
dom already, the point is close at
hand. What knocked my spiritual
and emotional socks off— and
what | hope will be the point
worth sharing with you as we en-
ter this vacation season— is what
the presenter shared next. She
asked all of usinthe room
(remember, we're all clergy!) if
there is any other type of work
that we could acknowledge. No
one made a sound. We all knew
about these other forms of work
and could validate them but then
our presenter asked another ques-
tion. She asked if we regularly
scheduled other events or tasks
after we performed a funeral or
attended someone in a physical or
gpiritual crisis (situations that re-
quire us to be emotionally and
gpiritual present, available and fo-
cused). Almost to a person, each
of us acknowledged that we might
well have any number of other

Thoughts from the Rev: Back from Alaska

Lynn Oldham Robinett

Thisis my first article since
we' ve been back from Alaska,
and what should be my last before
| take off on maternity leave.
Many of you have already spoken
with me and with some of the
youth who went on the trip to Fort
Y ukon. As you can imagine, it
was an experience of alifetime
for everyone who went. There
were high points and low points
for everyone during the trip,
(including Helen), and | learned

more than | ever
wanted to know
about living for
12 days with 5
teenagersand a
toddler. And |
would do it
again. In a sec-
ond.

Fort Yukon is a pretty iso-
lated town located on the Y ukon
River. About 800 people live
there, most of them being natives

Mt. McKinley
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things on our schedules and that
we would usually go right on and
tackle those tasks. She looked at
us and then quietly suggested that
perhaps after performing a funeral
or working with someone in a cri-
sis, we might have thought about
going home, putting our feet up or
at least taking some time to rest
and recollect ourselves spiritually,
mentally and emotionally. In
short, we had done heavy work—
gpiritual work-- work that is just
as exhausting, just asdraining and
just as depleting as any other form
of labor. | should say that you
could have heard apin drop in
that room that day. What alearn-
ing | experienced that day!

Almost all of us clergy were
guilty of the sin of denying or ig-
noring, and thus invalidating, the
character of what we do asreal
work. Thisisaserious problem
for that work is at the heart of

(Continued on page 9)

of the Athabascan culture. The
only way in or out is by boat or
by plane, so most people don't
leave very often. Aswith many
Native American cultures, there
is a high alcoholism rate and be-
cause it is such asmall town no
one isimmune to the negative
effects of alcohol. Familieslive
in one or two room houses with
no sense of private, individual
space like we are accustomed to

(Continued on page 3)
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Alaska, contd.

here in Marin. We arrived on
Sunday, ready to begin teaching
Vacation Bible School on Mon-
day. Because the sun never really
goes down, we decided to teach in
the afternoon from 3-6 p.m. In all
our planning, the Rev. George
Silides said to prepare for 25 chil-
dren, so wouldn’'t you know, the
first day 50 showed up ranging in
age from 3-13. Needless to say
we were all exhausted from the
first day and had to go back and
regroup and figure out how we
were going to work with twice as
many children as we had ex-
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pected. After thefirst day, the
rest of the week went pretty
smoothly and the children really
enjoyed the program.

When we left Fort Y ukon,
our next destination was Denali
National Park. We took the Alas-
kan Railroad from Fairbanks and
camped at one of the many camp-
groundsin the park. To give you
an idea of what that was like,
more of the youth had been to
Europe than had ever been camp-
ing. We all managed to put up the
tent, set up the stove, build a

Tips On Using the Epistle’s Navigation Aids

he Epistle onthe Web is

easier to navigate than a

paperback book— if you
use its bookmarks, thumbnails
and links.

When you start the Epistle
in your browser, aframe on the
left side (called the Navigation
Pane) shows all the articletitles
in this month’s Epistle. Click the
title to go straight to the article.
Y ou can get back to article list-
ing at any time by clicking on
the Bookmarks tab in the Navi-
gation Pane. Click the Thumb-
nailstab in the Navigation Pane.
Pictures of each of the pages of
the Epistle appear. Double click
the page to go directly to it.

Tired of looking at the navi-
gation Pane? Clicking
the Show/Hide Naviga-
tion Pane icon, shown
here, will turn the Pane
lcon  on and off.

The Table of Contents

(“Inside This Issue’) on page 1 of
the Epistleis also linked to the ar-
ticle; just click on thetitle or page
number to go to the article.

On articles that continue on
later pages, the last column on a
page contains the phrase « (continued
onpagex).” Thisphraseisitself a
link; click on it, and you’ll be car-
ried to the next page. How do you
know it’s a link? Whenever your
MOUSe Cursor turns into a pointing
finger when you pass over text or
apicture, that area’s alink.

Want to go back to the page
where you clicked that
“(Continued. . )" Message? Just click
thetitle of the article.

And if you see a Web ad-
dress, or aword underlined in
blue, click on it, too— the click
will send you on your way to the
website.

The same principle applies to
pictures. If you see apictureor a
piece of art you like as you
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campfire (thanksto Sarah Torney
and Lauren Moss), and try to not
let Helen put everything in her
mouth as a team effort. We did not
see as much wildlife as we would
have liked (only one bear and it
was 0, 0 far away...) but we did
see plenty of moose from the train.

Overall, the trip was definitely
atrip of alifetime for many of the
teens, and also a big learning expe-
rience. Thank you all for your sup-
port in helping your youth go. We
are all very grateful.

browse through the Epistle and
want to take a closer look, pass
your mouse cursor over it. If it
turnsinto a pointing hand, the
pictureisalink to alarger version
of the artwork, and your click will
take you there.

But, you say, these are all
frills. The big problem with the
Epistle on the Web isthat it loads
too slowly, right? Well, there’san
easy fix for that, too. Save it and
read it offline, then delete it when
you're done. You save it by click-
ing on the Save icon, the one that
looks like a floppy, and then se-
lecting the file name you like and
the folder you want to save it in.
From that point on, when you
click onthefile, it will open itself
in your Acrobat Reader in aflash,
and you can read it at your speed,
instead of the speed of your Inter-
net connection.
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On the Slave Girl's Demons

Mary Frances Schjonberg

ne day, as we were going

to the place of prayer, we

met a slave-girl who had
a spirit of divination and brought
her owners agreat deal of money
by fortune-telling. While she fol-
lowed Paul and us, she would cry
out, "These men are slaves of the
Most High God, who proclaim to
you away of salvation." She kept
doing this for many days. But
Paul, very much annoyed, turned
and said to the spirit, "I order you
in the name of Jesus Christ to
come out of her." And it came out
that very hour. But when her
owners saw that their hope of
making money was gone, they
seized Paul and Silas and dragged
them into the marketplace before
the authorities. (Acts 16:16-19)

This passage from the Acts of

the Apostles has haunted me ever
since | preached on it afew Sun-
days ago. The next Sunday was
Pentecost, the feast that celebrates

the coming of the Holy Spirit to
the disciples and the creation of
the church. Pentecost celebrates
our belief that the Holy Spirit
brings us the gifts we need to
build our
"[Why not recognize this COMMuni-

woman's gift of ties, relig-

prophecy? Why not truly  jous and

set her free from her th .

expl oitation without otherwise.

silencing her? Why not | was

listen to her and learn troubled

from her?’ when |
preached on

the passage about this slave girl

because of Paul’ s behavior.
"These men are slaves of the Most
High God, who proclaim to you a
way of salvation," the slave girl
kept repeating. Her prophecy
seems to be high praise and a cor-
rect summary of the mission of
the disciples. But her repetitious
utterances annoyed Paul, the man
on amission. So, he used the
power given him by Jesus to cast
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out her demon.

Most interpreters of this story
like to say that Paul freed the
slave girl from her prison, just as
later in the text, Paul and Silas are
freed from their prison. I, and
some other women commentators,
disagree.

Here was a woman proclaim-
ing the same message as the men
depicted in Acts. Yet, Paul si-
lenced her. Paul may have pro-
claimed that he was a slave to
Christ. But, he, a proud educated
male, a Roman citizen with all its
rights, privileges and gravitas,
was not about to be equated, even
by insinuation, with areal slave.

What happened to this slave
girl after Paul cast out her spirit?
Did her owners put her back on
the slave market? This woman,
this slave girl, brought a great
deal of money to her owners be-
cause of her ability to tell for-

(Continued on page 5)

Help Make Our Second Wine Dinner Fundraiser Possible

We hope St. Paul's 2d An-
nual "Wine and the Spirit" Din-
ner Fundraiser will be held on
October 22d at || Davide restau-
rant in San Rafael.

But it won’'t happen at all
without you.

In order to hold this event,
we need items to be auctioned or
given asraffle prizes. Please
help us by asking your favorite
restaurants and other business
establishments for gift certifi-

cates or other items for prizes.

Y ou can also donate your own
services. Last year we had parish-
ioner donations such as a beach-
front condo for aweek, home re-
pair and remodel work, awine din-
ner for 8, and many other goodies.

If you have a vacation home,
gift, talent, or business service that
you could donate, or if you, or
someone you know, could donate
wine or a gift of any kind, please
contact a committee member. A

tax deductible receipt will be pro-
vided to the donor for the stated
value of the item.

There are many large and
small tasks that have to be done
between now and October 22 for
this fundraiser to be a success.

If you are able to help out in
any way, PLEASE contact Katie
Taggert 456-3201, Candace
Miller 456-1696, Nancy Dods
472-6619, or Linda Monte 485-
6077.
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Netweavers: A Liturgy for the Wisdom of Age

Medora Gordon

edlersat St. Paul’sfirst

began to come together

in the summer of 1999 in
response to a growing need and
desire of many in the congrega-
tion to pursue the ancient ministry
of healing in the church. A call
went out to all those who are
drawn to healing ministry and a
team began to grow. After atime
of study and prayer and training,
inthe fall of 1999, ateam of heal-
ers began the Laying on of Hands
and prayer ministries that you see
now on Wednesday Evening, and
the second Sunday of each month.
In addition to our on-going train-
ing and supervision, the healers
have sponsored two training
workshops and are now beginning
to think of ways to deepen this
very important ministry at St.
Paul’s. In response to requests
from parishioners, and a desire on
our part to deepen our own heal-

Slave Girl, contd.

tunes. Paul took away her value.
She was a commodity to her own-
ers and Paul treated her the same
way.

She epitomized one of two
rolesthat Luke, the author of
Acts, assigned to women. Gail R.
O'Day, writing in “The Women’'s
Bible Commentary,” suggests that
one role was fulfilled by women
like Lydia, the purple-cloth mer-
chant, who provided money and
housing for the early church.
Luke, the author of Acts, gave her

ing practice, the healing teamis
planning a special healing liturgy,
ALITURGY FOR THE WIS
DOM OF AGE, on Saturday,
September 22, 2001, 5:00 PM in
the Parish Hall

In discussions amongst our-
selves and with others, we have
discovered that there is aneed to
heal many more parts of ourselves
than are at first apparent. We set
out to make a list of areas where
we thought healing was needed
and rapidly realized that one of
the areas at the top of the list is
the need for healing around the
entire subject of Aging. Many of
us struggle with coping with
much loved, but aging parents.
Many of us struggle with the loss
of our own youth, and while most
of usfeel a certain freedom that
comes with the wisdom of aging,
we often feel invisible, unheard,

credit for those acts but refused to
attribute any leadership role to
her.

The slave girl was assigned
the second role: that of narrative
prop, an unnamed woman who
propelled the missionary saga for-
ward. Whenever | read this story |
think that Paul could not have his
status proclaimed over and over
again by a slave with amania. He
wanted his status to burst forth in
the pyrotechnics of earthquakes
and prison doors flung open and
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and for the most part disregarded
by a more youthful society. Many
of us struggle with the aches and
pains of aging bodies and illness.
Asyou can readily seethereis
much to be healed and honored in
the world of aging people.

It isour hope that there will be
many of these special healing litur-
gies, but for now we are going to
concentrate on just this one. Please
mark your calendars now for this
very important date.

Healersat St. Paul’ s include,
but are not limited to:

Nancy Warfield

Nancy Skinner

Nancy Hughes

John Surinchak

Debra Smith

Ben Maxwell

Laurie Rosa

Bill Booth

(Continued on page 6)

convict chains broken. That in
casting out her spirit and leav-
ing her to her surly owners,
Paul exchanged one form of ex-
ploitation for another.

Why not recognize this
woman’s gift of prophecy? Why
not truly set her free from her
exploitation without silencing
her? Why not listen to her and
learn from her?

One could protest that Paul
was simply acting out his mas-

(Continued on page 7)
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Veggie Tales in Alaska

Sarah Torney

Thetrip to Alaska was one
we all had to work for. From
cleaning yards to cooking food,
we put in our part.

| have been on the run, from
the move to Pennsylvania, then |
was here for afew days, then off
to Alaska. Those three places are
al very different.

Pennsylvania, from what |
saw, was like Marin, but not
nearly as busy.

In Alaska, the first thing you
notice would be all the little trees.
The way Caitlin (one of the girls
who joined us) and | described
them would be “seaweed out of
water.” These little shrub-like
trees, al shriveled up. To usthat
is abnormal but the Alaskan land
is frozen slightly below the sur-
face, and the roots hit what is
known as permafrost so the trees
only grow alittle then die.

The children and familiesin
Fort Yukon live a life much dif-

Netweavers, contd.

Michael Lavinnder
Maureen Zeuss
Chris Olson

Greg Alexander
Jean Hicks
Medora Gordon

We pray for the lives of those of
us who are older, that we may
have dreams and bright visions,
homes of dignity and peace, and
respect for the sacred value of
our age.

August, 2001

ferent than ours. They are totally
isolated from modern civilization.
They do have computers and do
have access to the Internet at
school, but that only throws them
off from what they are used to ex-
periencing at home. They livein
houses that we would consider
shacks, with outhouses beside
them.

They have no rules, no law
enforcement, no guidelines for
what isright and wrong. Drugs
come in and out of the town. Al-
coholism and suicide are big
problems.

Religion is something they all
base their lives on. You can stop
any elder person and they will sit
down and pray with you, for any-
thing, any reason, and at any time.

Teaching the kids was a diffi-
cult task but arewarding one at
that. Being that there are no real
rules, the kids felt it was ok to
walk out of Bible school at any

DON'T FORGET YOUR

PLEDGE THISSUMMER

Our parish bills don't take a sum-
mer vacation!! Please keep your
pledge up to date during summer.

Haven't made your pledge to St.
Paul's yet? It's never too late!
Download a pledge card from the
church website or call the Parish
Office today!
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given time. They enjoyed watch-
ing the “Veggie Tales” we set up
for them. They also liked the
craftsthat we prepared each day.
Everyday we had a different
snack that went along with the
lesson, so that was something
they looked forward to as well.

It was an awesome trip! We
even flew in an eight-seater plane
and landed on a dirt runway. Not
all of us enjoyed that, but it was
still fun.

We stayed in areally rural
town. Meeting the kids who had
so much less, yet who were so
happy with what they had, which
goes to show you that “things’ do
not buy happiness.

| will always remember this
trip and will always know how
lucky | was. I’'m going to try to
keep contact with the kids that we
met.

Thanksto all who helped us
make this trip possible!

Memorial Service

A Memorial Serviceto
honor the life of long time pa-
rishioner Francis Gould, who
died earlier this year, will be
held on Wednesday, September

12, at 6:30 PM.

All are invited to attend
and to remember Francis's
many gifts.
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Slave Girl, contd.

culinerolein his culture. That
would be true. The trouble is Je-
sus called him ?and us ?to be
counter-cultural because to work
for the coming of the kingdomis
to challenge the status quo.

How do we truly recognize
that there are many gifts but one
Spirit? Do we treat the people we
encounter in God’'s name only as
props in our own glorious narra-
tive? We can learn a post-
Pentecost lesson from Paul’ s ac-
tion. We can strive to recognize
gifts in people who look and act
nothing like us. We can invite
them to join us in the church and
at the table and in the world.

August, 2001

Let them convert us. Jesus needs
our many voices to incarnate his
living word in the world. That’s
why he sent the Spirit who on
Pentecost caused people with dif-
ferent languages to be able to un-
derstand each other. We lose
much if we are deaf to those dif-
ferent voices.

Published with permission.
The Rev. Mary Frances Schjon-
berg, &. Paul’s Church’ s former
seminarian, iscurate at Christ
Church in Short Hills, Short Hills,
NJ. Some of her current sermons,
all of them excellent, can be found
on the Christ Church Website
here.

Centering Prayer and the Silence of Thought

The great battle in the early
stages of contemplative prayer is
with thoughts...The easiest variety
of thoughts to recognize is the or-
dinary wanderings of the imagi-
nation... itisunrealistic to aim at
having no thoughts. When we
speak of developing interior Si-
lence, we are speaking of arela-
tive degree of silence. By interior
silence we refer primarily to a
state in which we do not become
attached to the thoughts as they
go by. .

— Fr. Thomas Keating

Centering Prayer isaregular
Wednesday night event at St.
Paul’ s Please join us every
Wednesday evening at 6:00 pm
before the 6:30 Eucharist. Both
beginners and experienced par-
ticipants are welcome. Instruction

in Centering Prayer is available at
5:45 by prior arrangement for
those with questions or who are
new to contemplative prayer and
meditation. Call Chris Olson
(479-0409) for more information.

The Misson Statement of St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church

We are called to be a diverse and
inclusive community of Chris-
tians in the Anglican tradition.
We offer a compassionate haven
for reconciliation, spiritual growth
and commitment to social justice.

Page 7

9999999999999
August Birthdays

& 8/7 David Treat

g 8/14 Marion Cedarblade
§ 8/17 Rose Heillman

g 8/17 Rachel Henry

g 8/18 Michael Coleman

g 8/18 Mike Struck

g 8/21 The Rev. Eliezer Risco

g 8/22 Corrinne Bernhard

g 8/25 Carol Luther

g 8/27 Nicholas Baxter

g 8/28 Jane Santucci

8 g/28 Alan Struck
S

g 8/29 Helen Gabriela Robinett

8 8/30 Norah Lee
S

g 8/31 Tyler Bortel
SEISISISISISISISISISISISIS)

LB&

BRLLBBLLLLBLLBBLLBBLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL

Being Good Stewards
Financial Statements

June
Pledge Income $13,115
Tota Income  $21,988

Expenses $23,592
Deficit ($1,604)
Y ear to Date (as of 5/31)

Pledge Income $85,583

Total Income  $141,006
Expenses $160,484

Deficit ($19,478)

Y our pledge is always needed
and will make adifference.
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Cuba Veterans Trip

ne parish trip has just
returned from Cuba
and another oneis

starting to organize. American
veterans are travelling to Cuba
to observe Veterans Day with
their Cuban counterparts. The
dates are November 7 - 17,
2001. The cost is approxi-
mately $1,300 from Cancun
and includes roundtrip flight
to Havana, transfers, hotel,
meals, in country transporta-
tion and guide/interpreter. The
majority of the trip consists of
interacting with Cuban upper
level personnel in various
fields. Side trip to Trinidad,
Cuba. Some sightseeing, pos-
sible visit at Episcopal church
in Matanzas.

August, 2001

Thetrip requires being a
veteran or aguest of a veteran,
with a veteran being defined as
being a member of the armed
forces of the United States at
any time. A copy of your dis-
charge paper, DD214 or equiva-
lent, should be enclosed with
your application. John Surin-
chak will sponsor non-vets. For
more information, call John at
415-472-2112.

Here isthe tentative itiner-
ary:

Wednesday, November 7 — Ar-
rival, Accomodation Hotel Ve-
dado

Thursday, November 8 — Ori-
entation meeting, scale model of
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Havana City, City tour, cannon
shooting in the evening.

Friday, November 9 — Meeting at
| CAP, meeting with the Cuban Vets,
policlinic and family doctor.

Saturday, November 10 — Leave for
Trinidad (city tour, Valle delos In-
genios and | znaga Tower, beach,
museums as optional activity.)

Sunday, November 11 — Meet the
Vetsin Trinidad and Celebrate Vet-
erans Day at 11:00 AM.

Monday, November 12 — Return to
Havana City

Tuesday, November 13 — Visit the
(Continued on page 15)

00000000

Make Our Guests
Welcome.

Wanted!!

Alive and Smiling Greeters for Sunday
Morning Services! (Yes, you.)

It'sa fun-filled way to meet people, and . . .
Training will be provided (bring pitchforks)!!

Please call the Welcoming Team'’s Laurie Rosa
(454-3821) or DellaHolloway (456-9670)

@ Upcoming Kids' Courses @

ASASASASASRS

Raising Great Kids (repeat), dates
to be established. Teaches parents how
to instill connectedness, responsibility,
a sense of reality, competence, morality
and an appreciation of worship and the
gpiritual life in children from infants to
age 6. Call the Parish Office for reser-
vations,

Talking with Your Child: Conver-
sations for Life, dates to be established.
Teaches parents skills for building trug,
opening conversations through exer-
cises, example stories, and multiple ap-
proaches. Call the Parish Office for res-
ervations,

ASAS ASASR SRS

000000090
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Fishin’, cont'd

what we are called to do and be in
our congregations day after day.
Every time we do that, we be-
come less able to effectively care
for ourselves. Thus, we also be-
come less present and available
to others, and less capable of be-
ing vehicles of the power of the
Spirit to others, in their need—
which isour primary task as
clergy. Isit any wonder that |
have found myself grumpy, out of
touch or unavailable at times?
Ask Miriam, my loving spouse.
She'll tell you about my being un-
available, and rightly so. | really
got it that day. | hadn’'t paid atten-
tion to acrucially important real-
ity of my own spiritual formation
asapriest. Inthe church thisis
called “clergy wellness--" how we
either care for (or do not care for)
our own emotional, spiritual, and
intellectual well being in order to
be fully present, available and
gpiritually nurturing to our con-
gregations. | have only begun to
realize just how “unwell” | had
allowed myself to become.

In our culture, emotional and
gpiritual work are not, by and

Music Survey Results
Della Holloway

Our thanks to the 68 parish-
ioners who completed the recent
"Sunday Morning Music" ques-
tionnaire. We had hoped that
some of you would share your
musical gifts and abilities - both
vocal and instrumental - with us.
However, you all were too shy or
with not enough confidence in
your talent. (Don't be too hum-
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large, validated or honored.
Clergy aren’t the only ones guilty
of this. Our materialistic, perform-
ance-driven society honorslittle
that can’t be measured, consumed
or quantified. | believe that we in
our Christian communities need
to become more conscious and
more aware of this fact and at-
tempt to structure our own com-
munity life (as well as our indi-
vidual lives) in such away that
we give these areas of our lives
the honor they are due. After all,
do we not profess to believe that
each of usis precious and valu-
able just as we are? Our value de-
rives from our God-given unique-
ness without regard to how we
perform, or what we do or pro-
duce. If we really believed that,
and lived out the implications of
that single conviction, we would
start arevolution that would radi-
cally challenge our capitalist, ma-
terialist culture.

Personally, | have tried to be-
come more aware of my need for
healthy eating, good sleep, regular
exercise and—perhaps the most
important—time away and at rest.

ble!! Let your light

"It was

unanimousthat ~ shine!!) Perhaps you

gugtmusm] feel called more to-
irector, . .

Michael struck, Ward helping with

scheduling is more
flexible for you In any event, we
do appreciate your responses to the
guestionnaire. Here's a summary of
what you said
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But | am not the only one. | sus-
pect that we all could use a
change in our internal conscious-
ness and our routine. Perhaps one
of the most important things we
could do for each other in the
church isto be a place where we
hold each other to account for be-
coming more healthy in all those
ways listed above. Perhaps we
need to challenge each other
about the crazy and destructive
lifestyles we seem to all allow
ourselvesto call normal. What
would a more simple and healthy
lifestyle look like and what would
we be willing to give up to have
it? These are deeply theological
guestions.

| would love to have this con-
versation at St. Paul’s in the com-
ing program year. |s anyone inter-
ested in pursuing it? If so, speak
with me after | return on August
21. Until then, I’ ve got apile of
good booksto fall asleep on, a
lounge chair in which to do it, and
afamily with whom | want to be-
come reacquainted and have some
fun down time. See you all when |
get back.

- At least 20 people ex-
pressed a desire for achildren's
choir. The variety of our current
music program is greatly appre-
ciated.

- There was about a 50-50
response on singing the psalm,
Eucharistic Prayer, and Lord's
Prayer, etc. with 34 "yes' re-

(Continued on page 13)
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Memorials

Rev. Herman Anker
A Memory By Mandy Wick
May 30, 2001

One Christmas before he moved
hereto live, | invited Fr. Anker
and his daughter, Joy Moss,
whom he was visiting for the holi-
days, to join me for alight supper
between the services on Christ-
mas Eve. Some time before, he
called and asked if he could bring
the makings for English trifle and
make it a my house. Of course, |
agreed. They arrived with all the
ingredients (pound cake, cream,
eggs, and either brandy or rum),
aswell as all the necessary tools
(bowls, mixers, etc.). Fr. Anker
climbed the long stairsto my
front door absolutely weighted
down with it al, and proceeded to
assemble the trifle. He had never
made it before, but it was déli-
cious, and he was very proud
of the result. At his funeral serv-
ice, Joy recalled that she took him
to several librariesto find arecipe
book with the directions for trifle
init.

Claire Leonard Morse

Claire Morse died peacefully
at the home of her son and daugh-
ter-in-law, Robert and Jennifer
Morse, in Santa Rosa on June 24,
2001, following a battle with can-
cer.

Claire, anative Californian,
was born in the East Bay and
grew up in San Rafael in ahome
which later became Gerstle Park.
Later, while living in Terra Linda.
she raised two sons, Robert and
Justin. She worked in the Marin
County School District, was a do-

August, 2001

cent for the Historical Society,
and was an avid supporter of the
Marin Symphony.

Claire was a gentle, ever-pre-
sent angel at St. Paul's, quietly
going about God's work in the
parish. Until her illness required
her to move to Santa Rosa last
winter, she was active in the Altar
Guild, St. Anne's, and the parish
Cursillo community, aswell asa
regular attendee at the Wednesday
morning Bible Study Class. She
was a mentor for our youth pre-
paring for Confirmation, and was
amember of the Parish Vocations
Team shepherding several semi-
narians. In recent months, her son
Justin brought her down from
Santa Rosa on Sunday mornings
for services and to visit with her
friendsat St. Paul's. We all miss
her very much and mourn her
passing.

The Service for Claire was at
St. Paul'son July 7 at 10 am.

Helen Mehocich

Long time members of St.
Paul's were saddened by the May
31 death of Helen Mehocich, wife
of the late Tony Mehaocich.
Helen's affiliation with St. Paul's
began during the days of the Rev.
John Riley, who was pastor prior
to the twenty-seven year tenure of
the Rev. Hugh Hardin. Fr. Hardin
remembered Helen as a woman of
great cheerfulness who bore hard-
ship with quiet dignity. Helen was
amember of the St. Paul's Altar
Guild and St. Anne's Service
League. Though not so active in
her later years, she could always
be counted upon to bring magnifi-
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cent sprays of dogwood to church
for the altar flowers on Easter Sun-
day.

Helen met her husband-to-be,
Tony, in San Francisco, when he
was inthe U.S. Navy. They made
their home in San Rafael, and raised
their two daughters, Toni Beth and
Denny.

Helen was an artist, drawing
and painting in all media, and she
also produced stained glass. Her ar-
tistic abilities were passed on to.
and nurtured in, her two daughters.
Toni Beth, who died in an accident
several years ago, was avocalist,
pianist, and ballerina. Denny isa
classical violinist who has played
with her string ensemble many
timesat St. Paul's Sunday morning
services.

Helen leaves her daughter,
Denny, and her many friends, par-
ticularly at St. Paul's. At her re-
guest, no formal memorial services
were held.

Susan Fowler Hoffman

Memorial services were held at
St. Paul's on Saturday, June 16.
2001, for Susan Hoffman, daughter
of Lauretta Klarkowski.

Peg Gilreath

Memorial services were held at
Grace Cathedral on Friday, June 22.
2001, for Peg Gilreath, mother of
Bishop William Swing.

James Allen Mauroni
Services were held on Friday,
July 20, for James Allen Mauroni,
father of Roseanna Mauroni, who
died on Saturday, July 14. Please
keep Roseanna in your prayers.
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Initial Results of Small Group Survey

Jean Hicks

The results of the first small
groups interest survey have been
entered into a database for track-
ing and analysis.

Seventy-six people took the
time to complete the survey on
Sunday, July 8. We appreciate the
time they spent listening to the
presentations, engaging in discus-
sions, and completing the forms.
The responses do not aways add
up to 76, because people left sec-
tions blank, which is OK. With
that in mind, here is a summary of
what we have found so far.

Fifty-one women and 22 men
completed surveys.

Twenty-one indicated an in-
terest in small-group leader train-
ing. Fifty percent, awhopping 38
people, were willing to have small
groups meet in their homes!!
These numbers are very remark-

LEM Training

Jean Hicks

Do you feel called to serve at
the altar as a chalice bearer or to
take communion to shut-insin our
congregation?

The next Lay Eucharistic
Minister (LEM) training is being
held at Grace Cathedral on Satur-
day, September 29. Thisisagreat
time to go, and Grace Cathedral is
always a great place to visit.

If you have questions about
this ministry, please contact John
Luce, 453-8651. If you feel called
to this ministry, please call John,
or the Parish Office, to beregis-
tered to attend. Thetraining isre-
quired in order to be licensed asa
LEM inthisdiocese.

able in themselves, and reflect an
increase in personal and spiritual
growth a St. Paul's.
The highest number of counts
were for the following:
Discovering Spirituality 29

Lovers of Music 25
Prayer & Healing 19
Lovers of Art 16

Women's Prayer Group 15
Relationship Awareness 14
Spiritual Leadership 13

Handling Stress 13
Sports Lovers 12
Financial Success 10

However, since small groups
can be successfully formed with as
few as three people, the areas with
lower counts are being analyzed as
well.

The women respondents were
consistent with the above list, but
also were interested in Books and

Make Our Guests
Welcome!!

People on vacation or who are
looking for a new church commu-
nity often visit churches during the
summer. If you see someone you
don't recognize, just say "Hi, | don't
believe I've met you; I'm- - -." and
then tell them all about St. Paul's!

The St. Anne’s Thursday
Lunch Bunch

All women in the parish are
welcome to have lunch in the Par-
ish Hall on Thursdays at noon at
the regular St. Anne's get-together.
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Women in Leadership. The menre-
spondents indicated interest in busi-
ness-related issues, as well asthe
above. | am continuing to analyze
the results by age group to seeif
any trends are indicated.

What was really fascinating
was the list of individual interests
people wrote in on the surveys. |
have included this list as an insert
to this Epistle. Please indicate if
any of these topics or activitiesin-
terest you, and bring or send your
response to the Parish Office or
bring it on the first Sunday in
August.

A wide variety of new groups
starting in the Fall will be an-
nounced in September, and signups
for all groups (new and "legacy" )
will be on Homecoming Sunday,
September 16.

What to do Until the
Rector Returns

Rev. Lynn's baby is"due"
Aug. 8th, so she will probably start
her maternity leave in early
August. Other clergy will be
"filling in" until Fr. Bruce returns
on Aug. 26. If illness or other
emergencies arise, or you or your
family need pastora care, please
call the Parish Office, 456-4842.

Sabbatical Coming
The Vestry has been working with
Fr. Bruce to plan for his sabbatical
which begins next summer. (He
should have taken it this year, but
he postponed it due to the Vision
Project.) Details forthcoming soon.
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Outdoor Enthusiasts Unite!

Katie Taggart

If you haven't donned your
hiking boots and joined us on the
trails for any of our last few hikes,
you've missed great company,
great scenery, great exercise, and
alot of fun. Our most recent hike
on the Point Reyes National Sea-
shore trails was no exception. We
do try to vary the hikes to provide
for different skill levels and types
of scenery, etc...

At thistime we are planning
to take off in August, so we don't
have any hikes planned until Sep-
tember, but keep an eyeinthe
Sunday bulletins because you
never know... .

Allan Ward has organized a
moonlight hike in Tiburon along
Blackie's Pasture during Labor
Day weekend, with folks from
Church of the Redeemer, but oth-
ers are welcome to go along, so

K EE®REY

HOMECOMING

SUNDAY
September 16 at 10 AM
One Service Only

Special Liturgy & Music
All-Church Barbecue
Games and Activities for
Children & Adults
Church History Tours

Learn About Fall Opportu-
nities for Spiritual Growth,
Ministry, and Fellowship

And Lots Morel!!!

Invite your friends!!

BEEEEE®
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call Allan, 453-4024 (evenings be-
tween 6 and 9:30PM) for details.

We hope to schedule another
moonlight hike at Tennessee Valley
in October (Shine on Harvest
Moon??? With wine and cheese???)
Thiswill be a special event and one
not to miss. Details will follow, so
be looking for them. Newcomers
and guests are always welcome to
join us.

If you know of any good trails
to hike, or have suggestions for out-
ings, please call Allan, or call Katie
Taggart, 456-3201.

Choirs Starting Soon!

Why you should consider join-
ing achoir:

- You don't have to be a profes-
sional singer to sing with us. (Just
be able to carry atune without us-
ing a bucket!)
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- We just like to sing and enjoy
the camaraderie. We have fun!

- Our organist and choir direc-
tor, Michael Struck, has a great
sense of humor and enough pa-
tience and sKkill to get the best out of
us. (Sometimes we even amaze our-
selves - aswell as Michael!)

- You aways have a good seat
up front where all the action is.

- Themusic a St. Paul'sis
great and it is even better when you
are part of it.

So call Michael, 892-9731, get
the details and learn when rehears-
als begin. We're looking forward to
seeing you!

Northern Haiku

ANWR, the deep north:

A tree of good and evil

Waiting to be plucked.
-Carol Luther, in Alaska

Cdlifornia
Church IM-

PACT isthe
legislative ad-
vocacy arm of

and August Alerts.

/

the California Council of Churches. It helps its member denominations,
local congregations, and individual church membersto be effective ad-
vocates in the public policy processes of government. In recent years,
IMPACT has advocated for those who can't afford high-priced lobbyists
at the State Capitol: low-income mothers, hungry children, elderly im-
migrants, and the homeless. Welfare reform, expanding access to health
care, gun violence, civil rights, and the protection of religious liberty are
some of the contemporary public policy issues that the California Coun-
cil of Churches feels passionate about. The hardcopy Epistle often
makes its newsletters available, and some are posted in the Parish Hall
Bulletin Board. IMPACT is also online, and the Epistle on the Web sug-
geststhat you look at the Council’s entire site here and check out its July
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History Team Invites New Members

Mandy Wick

Here's The Church
Here's The Seeple
(It's Missing)
Open The Door
And See All The
Peoplée!

The History
Group invites you
tojointhemin
"seeing all the peo-
ple".

We know about the church
and about the steeple (read bell
tower). Now we want to learn
more about the people who for
133 years have worshipped God,
lovingly maintained this old
building and served the commu-
nity of San Rafael. Their stories
can be found. We just have to dig
alittle into the past. It is like play-
ing detective, so call to join Bar-
bara Alexander, Ronnie Dodds,
DellaHolloway, John Luce, Jay

Missing Steeple

Music Survey, contd.

sponses, 24 "no" responses, and
10 “blanks" (no response on this
one) or "OK either way".

- Although 44 said "yes' to
the hymnal being "user-friendly,"
only 8 said "no." On the other
hand, 32 said "yes' to the possi-
bility of using hymns found in
other hymnals, and only 14 said
"no" to that.

It was unanimous that our or-
ganist/choir director, Michael
Struck, isatreasure. Heisa
highly skilled professional, and
the parishioners appreciate the
quality and variety of talent that
he bringsto St. Paul's.

Luther and Mandy Wick. Call
Mandy at 453-9403.

Kitchen Group Calls
for Fewer Dishes

The number of "orphan"
dishes, pots, pans, trays, and mis-
cellaneous "stuff" in the parish
hall kitchen has been increasing at
an alarming rate. Please check out
the kitchen on Sundays and claim
your things NOW!

The St. Anne's Holiday Ba-
zaar is coming up in November,
and we plan to put al the un-
claimed kitchen things out for
sale with the rummage.

The kitchen gets alot of use
and it needsto remain tidy. So
keep it clean, put things back, and
PLEASE remember to take home
your dishes and pots!!!

Yippee! A Marriage!
\AAAA A A A A A A A A A
Ward Gypson and
Katherine (Kate) Cook

Married Friday, July
20, 2001

<e

¢eeeeceee

A true Red Letter Day.
¥ All our best wishesto Ward
¥ and Kate for along and

¥ happy life together with

¥ many blessings from God.
May they grow together in
love and grace, and may
their love shine as an exam-
@ Pbleto others of God's love in
¥ theworld.

4

A4
\AAAAA A A A A A A A

A4

¢cecececececececeeceeeeee
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St. Anne’s Guild’s
Needs

BRING US YOUR USED
BOOKS ! It'salmost time for the
2d Annual St. Anne's Used Book
Sale. We need Fiction, Non-fiction,
Mystery, children’ books, etc. (No
textbooks or magazines, please!!)
Please leave books in the parish hall
on Sunday, Wednesday, or Thurs-
day mornings.

BRING IN YOUR RUM-
MAGE!!! While you're going
through things looking for those
used books, don't forget about
bringing in your good rummage for
the St. Anne's Holiday Bazaar &
Attic Sale which is held in mid-
November. Thisis St. Anne's
Guild's annual event which raises
funds used for various Guild out-
reach projects.

BRING US YOURSELF!!! St.
Anne’sweekly lunch ison Thurs-
day at noon in the Parish Hall.

August Ministry Basket

For Those in Need

Aug 5 Shaving Cream
and Disposable
Razors

Aug 12 Peanut Butter

Aug 19 Bars of Soap

Aug 26 Canned Tuna

Also needed: clean towels
(any week) for renovated Ritter
House showers.

Please place itemsin the
large wicker basket in the rear of
the church .
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The Death of a Digital Friend
Jay Luther
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Every 3.6 seconds, someone dies of hunger.

75 % are children.

When a country darkens on this map, it represents a death from hunger.

[{¥%ATE FREE FOIOD |
i Dl Hirwe i ,I

The Hunger Site was started
in 1999 by Walter Breen, an Indi-
anaresident who figured that if
commercial dotcoms could be
successful by selling banner ads, a
nonprofit working only for agood
cause could aswell. And he was
right. The Hunger Site received as
many as 600,000 visitors aday. It
was featured in Salon.com, the
New York Times, and a variety of
other mainstream press publica-
tions. There were more than
40,000 linksto it on other web-
sites, including St. Paul's. More
than $4 million was raised for the
U.N. World Food Program,

or over two years, this

Mercator projection of the

Earth, with one country
turning momentarily black every
3.6 seconds, graced my computer
screen each morning. The Hunger
Site promised to help those most
in need of it at the expense of a
mere mouse click.. For each daily
click of the website's big yellow
button, its advertisers would fund
acup or two of food each day to
help feed the world's hungry. The
only "cost" to the site's visitor was
momentary exposure to a handful
of banner ads for a second or two
before leaving the site.

National Church Website Hacked
Jay Luther

og casual Netsurfers
have never seen a
hacked website. And

the sites that are hacked tend to be
those of prominent government
agencies— the FBI and CIA have

Episcopal
Church it-
self had
been
hacked. The
usual

been hit— or major corporations. friendly

So it came as quite a surprise The Hack “The Epis-
to discover on July 14, that none  copa Church Welcomes You” logo
other than the home page of the had been replaced by a black page

America's Second Harvest and
Mercy Corps International— more
than 30 million pounds of food.

It was not universally popu-
lar. When it first opened, some
thought it was some kind of scam.
The especially roseate Left urged
that it be boycotted on the ground
that the advertisers funding the
site were, as capitalists, the very
ones responsible for the plight of
the hungry in the first place, and
that clicking the Hunger Site but-
ton gave approval to the corrupt
capitalist system. The flatearth
Right urged its adherents to stay

(Continued on page 15)

announcing “This Site is Owned
by DarkCode GOd doesn't like
your boxe secure your security . .
amen [sic]” The full hacked page
can be seen through this link. The
official church home page is here.

Neither the ECUSA webmas-
ter nor Episcopal News Service
had any comment.
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Digital Death, cont’d

away since the money in part
went to the United Nations, the
primary supporter of abortion in
the world.

But, asthe numbers indicate,
the site found broad support from
the middle. Thiswas particularly
true of religions, and a staggering
number of the 40,000 links to the
site are those of church and
church related websites. Many
churches even urged their mem-
bersto adopt an email "signature”’
that included a link to the site, and
there may be as many of those
signatures surviving as the 40,000
website links.

In March of 2000, Mr. Breen,
perhaps overwhelmed by his suc-
cess and the work the site had
grown to require, sold it to

Cuban Trip, Cont'd

Institute of Research on Tropical
Agriculture, Federation of Cuban
Women, Committees for the De-
fense of the Revolution

Wednesday, November 14 -
Visit Pre University in the
country side, also a cooperative.

Thursday, November 15 — Day
trip to Las Terrazas Community,
Pinar Del Rio

Friday, November 16 — Literacy
Museum, free time, farewell ac-
tivity at Casade la Amistad invit-
ing some Cuban vets.

Saturday, November 17 — Return
to the US.
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GreaterGood.com, which tired to
run it as afor profit organization.
It added a batch of other charities
to the Hunger Site format—the
Rainforest Site, The Landmine
Site, The Breast Cancer Site, and
so on- and tried to make the
magic continue. It didn't. The
stock market collapsed for tech
stocks, banner advertising
dropped and advertisers stopped
paying bills, and the new Hunger
Site, after reaching a cash positive
position at the end of 2000, joined
GreaterGood in closing its doors
on July 17. While there was some
talk that the Hunger Site might be
sold and revived under a new
owner, it seems unlikely.

While one might search to
find some larger lesson here, | am
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not sure that anything more com-
plicated than bad management
and the current bad taste of dot-
coms in the advertising world are
at fault. For me, it is sufficient to
celebrate an organization that did
much good, for those who were
most greatly in need, for an amaz-
ing number of years on the rap-
idly changing Internet. There are
other nonprofits on the Web, and
one of their links will soon re-
place the Hunger Site's button on
the St. Paul's website— after an ap-
propriate period of mourning. |
only hope that you, and the hun-
dreds of thousands like you, will
give as much support to the new
button asto the old.

Jay Luther is &. Paul’ s Web-
master and the Editor of The

The Epistle

On the Web

Should it Continue to Publish?

Thisisthe fourth edition of The Epistle on the Web.
It is an experiment scheduled to last six issues.
To seeif it works.

The only way we know whether it is successful,
and wanted by the St. Paul’s community,
Isif you tell us.

If you'd like the “Webpistle” to become
a permanent feature of our website,
call (456-6197) or email Jay Luther.

Just say, “Yes.”
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National Church News
Episcopal News Service

Priest called to Maryland
parish charged with violating
canons
Ed Stannard and Jan Nunley

(Episcopal Life/lENS) Charges
made by a group of priests against a
controversial priest called as rector
of Christ Church and St. John'sin
Accokeek, Maryland, could send the
conflict into the church's tribunals as
well as secular courts.

The Rev. Samuel Edwards, who
remains in the parish despite Wash-
ington bishop pro tempore Jane
Dixon's refusal to grant him alli-
cense, was charged with "disobeying
both the constitution and canons of
the Episcopal Church” by 12 priests
of the Diocese of Washington.

The charges, dated May 29 and
signed by the Rev. John Frizzell and
11 other priests--all residents of the
diocese's Region 6, which includes
Accokeek--accuse Edwards of violat-
ing Article VII1 of the Episcopal
Church's constitution, which requires
a priest to conform to the "doctrine,
discipline and worship" of the
church; Canon 1V.1.1(c), forbidding
teaching doctrine contrary to that
held by the church; and Canon
[11.16.2, proscribing a priest from

Judge sends East Carolina prop-
erty dispute back tojury trial
by Scott Nunn

(ENS) A North Carolina judge
denied motions from both sides for a
so-called "directed verdict” or a
"judgment notwithstanding the ver-
dict" in adispute over parish prop-
erty in Morehead City on August 1.
Both motions argued that the facts of
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officiating for more than two months
without a license in a diocese other
than his own.

The charges, which do not con-
stitute a presentment but could lead
to one, were sent to Dixon, who is
required to give notice of themto
Bishop Jack Iker of the Diocese of
Fort Worth, where Edwards iscanoni-
cally resident. Iker then would deter-
mine whether the charges merit being
sent to his diocesan review commit-
tee, which would decide hether to
issue a presentment. If Iker does not
act, Dixon maybe able to do so, ac-
cording to Canon IV.7.1. Dixon
maintains that her May 26 |etter to
Iker about Edwards' actions consti-
tutes notice of his liability to present-
ment, according to the Rev. Carter
Echols, spokesperson for the diocese.

But Dixon also released a letter
July 5 in which she stated her inten-
tion not to forward the Frizzell
group's chargesto Iker, maintaining
that Iker's taking the parish under his
"episcopal oversight and protection”
dashed her hopesfor a resolution
outside the secular courts. Dixon
filed suit June 25 in U.S. District
Court in Greenbelt, Maryland, asking
that afederal judge prohibit Edwards
from officiating and prohibit the par-

the case were clear and asked the
judge to apply the proper state law.

In denying the motions, Judge

John B. Lewis Jr. effectively sent the
case back to ajury trial. Thefirst
trial ended July 14 in amistrial after
the deadlocked jury said it could not
reach a decision in the case, which
concerns a property dispute between
the Diocese of East Carolina and dis-
sident members of St. Andrew'sin
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ish's vestry from barring her from
"ministering to the congregation and
performing episcopal acts there."
"On May 31, | received the Rev.
Canon John Frizzdl's |etter outlining
possible presentment charges against
Father Samuel Edwards and request-
ing that | forward those charges to
the Right Reverend Jack Iker, Bishop
of Fort Worth," the letter said."...
Eager for a speedy resolution of the
dispute...| gavethe Rev. Frizzdl's
letter careful consideration. How-
ever, based on several communica-
tions with Bishop lker, it was abun-
dantly clear that he had no intention
of disciplining Father Edwards for
his blatant and repeated violations of
canon law."

Seeking an amicable solution,
Iker has denied Dixon's assertion,
saying that her letter to him never did
riseto the leve of notification speci-
fied in the canons. The letter from
Dixon states that "we both know that
Father Edwards will bein violation
of the canons of the Episcopal
Church if he officiates on Sunday
[May 27]," but does not detail the
canons in question.

"At no time has the Rt. Rev.

Jane H. Dixon brought any
(Continued on page 17)

Morehead City.

The clergy and vestry of St.
Andrew's notified Bishop Clifton
Daniel 111 in March 2000 that the
parish was withdrawing from the
Episcopal Church and the Diocese
of East Carolina and aligning itself
with the Anglican Province of
Rwanda and the "Interim Anglican
Expression in the United States,"

(Continued on page 17)
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Maryland Parish Dispute, cont’'d

charges before me against the
Rev. Samuel Edwards, requesting
that | take canonical disciplinary ac-
tion," Iker said in an email. "At the
request of the Presiding Bishop, |
have been working with him and oth-
ersto find an amicable and Christian
solution to the Accokeek crisis, with-
out resorting to law-suits, present-
ments, trials, etc. This effort ended
when Bishop Dixon filed suit in fed-
eral court.

"If Bishop Dixon, or anyone
else, presses charges against Fr. Ed-
wards in writing, our Standing Com-
mittee is prepared to take action in
the appropriate manner. | regret that
her public statement on this matter,
dated July 5, 2001, calls into ques-
tion my integrity and that of my en-
tire Standing Committee relative to
our willingness to deal with this mat-
ter in the proper way."

Iker wrote to Dixon July 10 ask-
ing for clarification" as to whether
Dixon was requesting him to pursue
disciplinary action against Edwards
and why the Frizzell charges had not
been forwarded to him.

On the day Dixon filed the fed-
eral lawsuit, Presiding Bishop Frank
T. Griswold wrote a | etter to the
church's bishops reporting that he
had been "unsuccessful in my exten-
sive efforts to assist those involved
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in the matter regarding Christ
Church."

"I deeply regret that thisisthe
case, and ask you to keep all parties
inyour prayers,” Griswold con-
cluded. "Meanwhile, my officeand |
continue to make ourselves available
to explore any possibilities that may
emergein the future."

Edwards has refused to leave
the parish, although the canonical 60-
day period in which he could serve
without a license expired on May 25.
On May 27, Dixon was turned away
from the church and celebrated the
Eucharist outside, while Edwards
conducted services inside. Dixon has
refused to grant Edwards a license
because she says heis not "duly
qualified" to be arector in the dio-
cese. Edwards has made public state-
ments calling the Episcopal Church
"the Unchurch" and said he would
recognize Dixon only as an adminis-
trator, not as a bishop, since he op-
poses the ordination of

women as priests and bishops. He
did not return phone calls requesting
his reaction to the possihility of pre-
sentment.

Edwards attorney contends that
Dixon lost her opportunity to reect
him by not doing so within 30 days
of his call. Dixon and her chancellor
reject that interpretation of the can-

North Carolina Parish Dispute, cont'd

which would later become the Angli-
can Mission in America. Those leav-
ing the Diocese of East Carolina said
they had clear claim to the property
and remained in the church building.
But Daniel informed those |eav-
ing the church that while individuals
may leave, no vestry has the author-
ity to withdraw a parish from mem-

bership in the Episcopal Church or
one of its dioceses. He asked that
those leaving St. Andrew's turn over
all property of the church to the cus-
tody of the diocese and those who
choseto remain in the Episcopal
Church. The vestry that |eft The Epis-

copal Church refused Daniel's request.

The trustees of the diocese and the
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ons.

Dixon sent Edwards a tern let-
ter on May 22, asking for his written
guarantee "without qualification” that
he would "not support, and would
actively oppose" any efforts to take
Christ Church or its property out of
the Episcopal Church, and that he
would "recognize me and my succes-
sors' as his bishop in order to be ac-
cepted asrector. If he agreed, she
said, she would appoint him as
priest-in-charge for the three-year
term of his contract, but without the
legal and canonical rights of a rector.
Edwards and Christ Church's vestry
reected Dixon's demands.

Griswold backed Dixon's action
in a statement issued May 28, saying
that he was "deeply distressed" by
the conflict at Christ Church. "There
are many instances in which bishops
have declined to approve the call of a
rector," Griswold said. "What makes
this situation so prominent is the fact
that the bishop is afemale, and the
priest is a man opposed to the ordina-
tion of women. There are those who
areonly too ready to seethis as the
presenting issue and, therefore, to
choose sides." He said Edwards
views "can be construed as encourag-
ing schism" and therefore Dixon was
acting within her responsibilitiesin
rejecting him.

newly formed vestry of St. Andrew's
Episcopal Church filed asuit in
Carteret County Superior Court on
May 12, 2000 laying claim to the
church property and assets.
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St. Paul's Episcopal Church

On the Web

1123 Court Street
San Rafael, California 94901

Phone: 415-456-4842

Fax: 415-456-1096

Email: info@stpaulssanrafel.org
Web: http://www.oldstpauls.org

Founded in 1868, St. Paul’s parish worships
weekly at the most beautiful and second oldest
church in Marin County, a classic Gothic Re-
vival structure built of 19th Century California
Redwood. With a mission of providing a
“compassionate haven for reconciliation, spiri-
tual growth and commitment to social justice,”
it has been in the forefront of superb Anglican
liturgy and music, healing and contemplative
ministries, social action, and the building of
Christian communities for decades.
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Oh, no! | started a
ministry. Now /'l

have to do it forever.

Wrong again, Edvard.

A person’s participation in a ministry should
have a very definite beginning, middle and
end, and those limits should be decided in
advance. And whether you form your own
ministry or join one that’'s been around for a
long time, we know you'’ Il need help. Help-
ing people find and enjoy their ministriesis
the only ministry the Empowering Team
has. So stop screaming and call Jay Luther
at 456-6197 to start down the path of your
very own Vision process.

Read our Ministry Faire brochure here.




